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TO THE READER.

' Tae unusual excitement of the public feeling, in conse-
quence of the recent conviction of SterueN and Jesse Boorw, for
the murder of Russert Covviy, more than seven years since—the

” discovery of Colvin, in full life—his return to the place where his
mouldering bones were supposed to be discovered, and the nar-
row escape of the Boorns from ignominious death, induced the

publisher to resort to the most authentic sources of intelligence to

obtain all the light that was possible, upon a subject inveloped in
doubt, darkness and mystery. The highly respected and reverend
elergyman, of Manchester, Vt. (the scene of this mystery,) has fur-
nished, what the publisher ventures to pronounce, altogether the

{ most satisfactory account of these strange occurrerices.
i 9 The impressive discourse delivered upon the return of Colvin,
! and the happy rescue of his supposed murderers from impending

death, will be read with interest by all.
Copious materials were obtained of the Trial of the Boorns ; but
it is deemed inexpedient at this time, to give any but a briel state?

ment of it.
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NARRATIVE.

. #T3 P
THE ‘wonderful occurrence that has lately been exhibited at
Manchester, in relation o the supj osed -'mur_cﬂ.;_t,__may he l;ﬁd
among those rare events that seldem, if ever take pl&ﬁ o2 ¥ 3
public mind has been ancommonly agitated. Reports have been .
circulated, tendingto create prejudices, and lead astray. That ma- ?
ny things without any foundation in trathy, should be spread abroad
i0 a.matter so astonishing and interesting, conld hardly have been
expected. The writer of this narrative believes that there are
many things in relition {o the event, that may be uceful and en-
tertaining, and calculated to throw some Ygit upon this mysteri-
ous subject. _
Mr. Barna Boorn and his wife, the parents of Stephen and Jesse
Boorn, are advanced in age, have been residents of Manchester
for aboat 40 years, and are persons of respectability : they have
three sons and two daughters ; they all have families. Sally
Boarn was married to Russell Colvin eighteen years ago. They
have.children : their eldest sons name is Lewis ; anotheris Rufus.
Of the latter his father was very fond, and used often to carry him
from place to place on his back. Colvin had been in a state of ’
mental derangement for a lone time. by which he was incapacita-
ted to attend to the concerns of his family, who were dispersed a-
mong the connections. Colvin’s parents formerly resided
_ chester ; but are both dead. He has a brother snpposed (o
in the western country. He hag a sister named Clarissay who s
mentioned in Mr. Chadwick’s letter. The sudden departure of
Colsin. which was seven years ago the 7th day of May last, excit-  ©
ed some inquiry about what had become of - him ; but as he had
&-equcntly abzented, {at one time he was gone nine or ten motiths, ¥
and was heard of at Rhode-lsland.) it was expectéd he would re-
tarn as usual. There were, however, some surmises that};ko-i_-,_”' gare
bly he had been murdered. Many obscrvations were made i gl SR
Stephen and Jesse Boorn that excitéd jealousies that they were

“ » 4 - 2 S -
guV?i’th respect to dreaming, about which so much has been said
and published, it may be remarked, that there has been much
said about the murder, and. gonjectures where it was committed ;
and where the body might be deposited. By this the mind was
prepared to receive similar im yressions when asieep 3 aud there
“was nothing miraculous in the matter, about which.;sonx';'? S

 things have bees _'*,gi,l_;l:ulated. Phe dream is here related
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sole purpose of correcting those fabulo

; us reporis, of which the hu-
man mind is (oo susceptible.—A My,

t human. However, it “Vﬂ-‘i
% )3 ly determined that the bohnf:I:]el‘:"g:O appeared to all be-hc:-tlzit
: ; ;| Boorn* dreamed r“a_[ o clear that the m“-ls ?‘ edr:’lrl‘(-‘ﬁ puiverised. but some pieces “lt;mt the
Colvilicame to his bed side, and told him that he had been mur; The bones were in a  atar. Suspicions were e,_xmtet;} ;tllmp
dered, and he must‘fo”mv _hlm, and he woul( Iuml_ him to 'll‘w spo tolerable state orpws«hr e. yart not consumed, cast into he ; g%
where he was buried - this was repeated three times, The de- : body was burnt, and m".;nlzl them for deception. S“’f"“é':r‘:;“ Wab
Posil was the place talked of previous to the dream, which was | and other bones P_E‘t]i‘.m a barn belonging to Mr. Barna ;he body
where an hoyge had‘formcrly stood. under which was athole about the departure of Co \‘l_l:l-c‘nla“y : it was conjectured t!rat g
four f_eglg_t square, which w'a‘s fna(!c for the purpose of hu_r_\-lug‘{'ﬂm' consumed by fire acci led under the floor of the bal.n :ili 18 heria
tnez ahr'l(inonl: ﬁ”ci u;; Ihmﬁtt_;\ras nf‘;eno;i, and unti:lmg. gl‘lt'ﬂ_" was taken l;{p ?::[;l ‘;‘:"ﬁﬁ; time a log-heap wat.;‘ burt;lt zi-;(::ited' it
ered but a argze knife, a pen e, anda botton, ] re. Colvin, r consumed. Q 2 : s supposed to be 3
anterior to thejp being presgnted to her described them, accurate- :]y.mr the place where thc. ‘bo{i-js ::?;qfl::inlad thiate.
]i\;. and (!:lnksf-_-cing them said they belonged to her husband, except was thought by some thatit was cons
the small knife.

SOIII(, "ld’.‘.d ]00!\( d l]]loll t]l( manner 0‘ tlle discc\ eryasa L""I
}
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2 the {aegiﬂlat[u-e of thi
; i his Stat
The Court e

o _ b 3Cc0rdmg‘iy adjourned {o the 26th of Octobef;
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State of New- : ‘ e .
foi t‘i"l:is‘::o‘;"n"ﬁ: I.?Fimflvy'.\ Capt. Truman Hill, grand jusyman
set ont for Dl'nm'. f _"'T 3 _]"""TI' Ray mond and Mr. R. Anderson, &
ed on Mr. Fh;'wc“-rg. ::I H““"'.ﬂ""'“ in three days.  They calk
gether Wit]l"’lll\,[r1 (_‘l '«_‘]V(-sf,-r_. mn-keeper. who in the night, to-
the town, :‘u‘;‘om ; .”}"'ﬂ' Clavic, and Mr. Hooper, belonging to
as) LM Cranahmedi them to the louse of the suppgscdcHig
temporal “D;];‘:‘.”‘:f‘m’ in first, and begnn come conservation about
Ssdily ti.lkcn TI‘- 3 the (‘f“l['.l‘t'-& -llfl‘lilllltil'-'i the house, and he was

£ 2 1€ surprise and distress of Mrs. Boorn on this ot
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him that he ki
: e killed Colvi
him was false, Evidet:::z’a and that what he had reported about

E‘?at they were bound over
unreme Court; 16 be
September.,
ﬁci%m‘llqg~_ﬂlc interval, the-w
ﬁuu;ggg)ﬁuy: bat did vot discove
3 €Y. persisted i i
!;g_ Heamu,l _;;l[;m!:l‘nh.(! in dec_l:umg their innocence, with appea
S oo in?)-:i?[‘- i particalar, at times, :l]:p(!::rﬂ‘] absor
palience. Ope day 1 introduced the (-xample

of Christ .

‘ st under i

Bt Wﬂcm?g-‘,aﬁapam;r SR me ey
laimed, i worthy of his imitations he

ho!dt\o-“,“’ﬁ‘i,t their tfial at the sitting of the
€nat Manchester, the third Tuesday

that 1 am guiltless ag he roved him: he replicd, « | don’t mead
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1819. It was with much difficulty that a jury was obtained :
but few could be found who had not expressed their opinion
against the prisoners. The Hon. Judge Skinner, and Mr. L.
Sergeant were counsel for the prisoners. Mr. C. Sheldon,
late States Attorney, was employed in behalf of the State.
The counsel on both sides discovered much zeal and ability. -
The trial commenced on Tuesday the 27th day of October,
and continued until Saturday night following.

An indictment was presented, containing a charge against
Stephen and Jesse Boorn, for the murder of Russel Colvin,
to which they pled, Nor GuiLry. The occasion excited
uncommon attention. Six hundred people attended cach
day, during the trial. Much evidence was introduced which
was rejected by the Court, as being irrevelant. The case
was given to the jury, aftera short, judicious anc impressive
charge by his Honor Judge Doolittle, which was followed by
a lengthy, and appropriate one, by the Hon, Judge Chase.
The jury retired, and within about one hour returned ; and
in compliance with a request of Mr. Skinner, they weresev-
erally enquired of whether they had agreed apon a verdict,
and each agreed that they had found both of the prisoners
quilty of the murder charged against them. - The verdict was
then publicly read by the clerk. “After a short recess, his
Honor Judge Chase, with the most tender and sympathetic
emotion, which he wrs unable to suppress, pronounced the
awful sentence, “that the criminals be remanded back to
Prison, and that on the 28th day of January next, between the
Lours of ten and two o’clock, theytbe hanged by the neck un-
til each of them be dead! and may the Lord have mercy on
their souls.”

None can express the confusion and anguish info which the
prisoners were cast on hearing their doom. They requested
by their council, liberty to speak, which was granted. In
sighs and broken accents, they asserted their innocence. The
convulsion of nature attending Stephen at last, was so great
as to render him unable to walk ; but was supported by oth-
ers, and carried to prison. The compassion of some was €x-
cited, especially towards Jesse, which inclined them imme-
diately to send a petition to the legislature, then sitting at
Montpelier, praying that the punishment of the criminals
might be commuted for that of imprisonment for life. But
few, however, signed the petition in faver of Stephen. The
assembly spent several days on the subject, and finally grant-
ed the request of Jesse, yeas 104, nays 31.  The request of
Stephen was negatived in the house, yeas 42, nays 97. The

decision of the Assembly was brought to Manchester by His
2 .
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Excellency Gov. Galnsha, and immediately. communicated -

::li?f]':cl'i‘:::?ncr;.‘l Jl:‘ssc received the news with geculiar
i ,:'twh ile Stephen was greatly depressed, being
couidynot slm \ out hope. Jesse lamented that his brother
¥ thomﬂ, n; the same comparative blessing with him,
G thano b J’l‘;:‘-“l d not be fellow-prisioners together.  Little
ot mnrroF ers thiuk that the fate of Stephen would ter-
g i ’rlfgréll_llle than that of Jjesse, and he the cause of
darkcsldii:ez‘ni-t'e Iverance. "Tis often the case, that the
s Spensa 19D flf divine providence are presages of the

g morning.  This should teach us always to trust.in

the L . A
Lord, and consider that although clouds and darkness are

round about him
of his throne.

Ont
his bml::e?-s":fd?y ‘}{:,Ocmhf»‘f- Jesae took a final farewell of
spe et UGS IRON. Y findsor, expecti 0
,ﬁegii}l:t;!tj‘en}:?r{dgr ofh:s: life there.  None cm;ﬂ;;:;gfﬂ:g
v wi‘;‘:!a:::[m;:![nr Stephen, the poor prisoner : seperas
tence of death W't't;" dren, parents and friends, under sens
sympathy and . ril fmut hope. 1 visited him frequently with
things of anmh!-i:r‘.1 , a::d endeavoured to turu his mind on the
failed, he must | “;:r d ; telling him that as all human means
I advised him to T:- d‘o God. as the only way of deliverance:
sented, if he could E the holy scriptures, to which he cons
this request was e allowed a candle, as his cell was dark;
was at times ¢ ]gl"i.llted-‘ lﬂfl I often found him reading. He
alm ; and again impatient. The interview

had with hi

likely ll?a?g;lti{]ew days oefore the news came that it was

“ Mr. Haynes Isc‘:aﬂa],vc‘ Wwas very affecting, Hesaysto me;

against me ; hut | ; no way but I must die : every thing works

ter 1 am dead,” aman inuocent man : this you will know af-
<" He burst into a flood of tears, and said,

“ What will be
o come of : : ;
needy circumstances, my poor wife and children ; they arein

» et justice and judgment arethe habitation

I told him God Wouldmd Liove them better than life itself.”?

don’t want to dj take care of them. H i .
lon’t i ; . He replied, “1
situation, some lo I'wish they would let me live e\Pen in this

that ma nger: perhaps something will take place

¥ convince peo ;
to leave the Prison,pwhi:le that ] am ivnocent.” I was aboat

€ arose wj g n he ?iﬁd SWHIL v i 7
oy 3 Cﬁaiu::iuzl :::“h;em'y chains on his hg::llspar:c)i l‘:gtah [l!::ing
o the floor, and stood on his feet'during

e :
P__{er, with deep and bitter sighings, . *A Mz, Taber Chad-
* Mr.- ma&wick and' .ur. ;

other about 40 miles, Polhanus, live distant from each

¥

wick, of Shrewsbury, Monmouth County, New-Jersey, broth-

er-in-law of Mr. Wm. Polhamus, in Dover, N. J. where Col-

vin had lived ever since April, 1813, seeing the account of
the trial of the Boorns at Manchester, he wrote the letter

that has been so often published. When the letter came to
town, every one was struck with consternation. A few
partly believed ; but the main doubted. ¢ 1t cannot be that
Colvin is alive,”” was the general cry. Mr. Chadwick’s let-
ter was carried to the prisoner, and read to Stephen ; the
news was so overwhelming that, to use his own language, na-
ture could scarcely sustain the shock ; but as there was some
doubt as to the trath of the report, it tended to prevent an
immediate dissolution. He observed to me, “that he believ-
ed that had Colvin then made his appearance, it would have
cansed immediate death, Evennow,a faintness was created
that was painful to endure.” Soona letter was sent to Man-
chester, informing that there was a probability that the man
supposed to be murdered, was yet alive, and that Mr. Whelp-
ley, of New-York, formerly of Manchester, and who was inti-
mately acquainted with Colvin, had actually gone to New-
Jersey in quest of him. Thus there was increasing evidence
in confirmation of the letter. As soon as Mr. Whelply had
returned to New-York, he immediately wrote, “that he had
Colvin with him.” A Mr. Rempton, a former acquaintance
of Russel’s, wrote to his friend here, * that while writing,
Russel Colvin is before me.” A New-York paper anoun-
ced his arrival also, and that he would soon set out for Ver-
mont.- Notwithstanding all this, many gave no credit to the

. report, but considered it a mere deception. Large bets were

made. On the 22d of December, Colvinarnved in the
stage with Mr. Whelply at Bennington. ‘The County Court
being then . in session, all were filled with astonishment and
surprise. The Court suspended business for some hours, to
gaze upon one who in a sense had been dead, and is alive
again. Many who formerly knew him, now saw that there
could be no deception: Russel could call many of them by
name. Toward evening, the same day, he came to Manches-
ter; nofice being given that he was near at hand, a cry was
heard, “ Colvin has come " The stage was driven swiftly,
and a signal extended : it wasall bustle and confusion. The
stage stopped at Capt. Black’s Inn. The village was all a-
live ; all were running to obtain sight of the man, who they
had no doubt was dead, and had come asa kind of Saviourto
one who was devoted to the gibbet. Some, like Thomas, in
another case, would not believe without tangible evidence.
Pcople gatbered around him with such eagerness, A3 to ren-
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< still in State’
bisatiorney ¢

:.;ii;ntlzalfnl:?ombm to press through the crowd, or obtain a
eognize ;I:;l "most all bis old acquaintance he could re:
ﬁg,;rged'for 'ocra. them by name. Several guns were dis-
give nﬂticej -‘Til P‘-'O[-‘lc ran to different parts of the town to
i .St h}e prison doo;: was unbolted, the news pro-
reception gi ephen, that Colvin had come! ‘The welcome
tioned. 'Ieh‘(r-e:hlt‘ by the Joyful prisoner, need not he men-
on his legs re;naialn(;-os his arms were taken off, while those *
him who had c(:]e ¢ being impatient of an interview with
e o Fag e me {o bring salvation, they met. Colvin
Ste!‘henpalrw g Ch?;"m and asked, “What is that for?”
Russel e ;h:-del:f‘y Because they say 1 murdered you.”
zod Peoplle from e ounever hurt me,” * His wife and friends
Jey and gladness N:ry part of the town were collected—
rejoicing were he::d on every countenance.  Many shouts of
The news having bee together with the discharge of cannon.
chester, the neEt 3:“ t:ﬂread, WatUolvin had come to Mt
'Iefjghbo;|ri;,g y there was a large collection from the
and to express theirhioh cats g
{ can 5“?? that I::ral:'::gc? satisfaction on the occasion. 1 think
der sympathy, o Y ever saw more exultation and ten-
Y on any occasion. Not less than fifty cannon

were discharge
their p;:zlr;:?ftadl;ozgd a;; s“z‘fﬂnz_:blc hour they returned to
but he took but little noticl“ ‘olvin came Lo see her husband,

belong to him. - ¢ of her, intimating that she did not
g to him. * Some of his children cam{:c tlo ;c him, ©0

whom h
g h:r:E’fi':;aL(;ds;l;an?mhat fond. Ile wondered how they:
must take them back, € left them in New-Jersey, and.

the far A He fancies th is '
e S oot o, . D s mih
merly knew hil:x ok lhm:c. It is observed by Lh’mc who for-
; 1, that his mental derangement is t;mch great-
DIZ}:;chnstef. Many things that

A d « He discovers a placi

New-Jersey, arepfg:’:lm!;" o i family where h: rre:igead in
bis days with the of him, wish him to return, and spend
dingly, on the 29:;, t}fwhlch he seems very desirous: accor-
ter; with M, %efl Pec-pmher, he set out from M.a;ches-
vey him from then P!y, for New-York, who engaged to con-
ce tr?el:;i‘farmer habitation, in ?\Ttgev;-.]ersey :
Colvir:ml'f;om this town for that purpose-
ghingescoi L ‘"l' end his days, Stephen is not
s prican, has ‘lf.t wes with his family. Jesse i
e m’ea A eard the news, and has wrote to
- 1neans lor his release, It is probable that

"

and harmless di

There it
% S proba
inastate och Able
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the honourable court will provide some way by which they
may obtain a legal dismission at their session, which is at Ben-
nington on the 3d Tuesday of January inst.

The writer would observe, that publishing the above nar-
rative, was the effect of friendly importunity. It may be ex-
pected that imputations of an unwarranted nature, on the
town of Manchester, and on the civil authority of Vermont,
will be made ; but I am fully of the opinion, was the matter
well understood, that the judicious and candid would be satis-
fied.
It must be acknowled, that it is one of the most mysterious
events recorded in the annals of time. There are circum-
stances attending it which are still invelo ed in obscurity,
that human sagacity cannot explore.—Has there murder
been committed at Manchester ? is a question often sugges-
ted by people abroad. We are ready to answer, that evi-
dence, to prove such an event, does not appear. One thing
we are sure of, that Russel Colvin has not been murdered ;
and that the prisoners condemned are, and ought to be exon-

erated.
LEMUEL HAYNES.
Manchester, Vt. 1820.

Appition.—About four years after Colvin was missing,

some children of Mr. Johnson’s near the place where it was
supposed that the murder had been committed, found a hat;
they carried it home: all agreed that it was Colvin’s hat : it
was in such an itéi’ured state that it was pulled in pieces and
thrown away.—Colvin was unwilling to return to Vermont
with Mr. Whelply, who was obliged tohave recourse to strat-
agem. A young woman of Russel’s acquaintance agreed to
accompany him, pretending that they only designed a visit to
New-York. While there she was missing, which exciled
some uneasiness in the mind of the returning exile. While
staying a few days at New-York, to prevent his returning,
Mr. Whelply told him there were British men of war laying n
the harbor, and unless he kept within doors, he would be kid-
naped. This had the desired effect. Colvin when he set
out for Manchester, concluded that he was on his way home
to New-Jersey, and never perceived the deception until he
came to Bennington, and saw many people with whom he
had formerly been acquainted, and ke was filled with surprise«




4

&

THE PRISONER RELEASED.
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SERILOIT,
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MANCHESTER, VERMONT,
LORDS DAY, JAN. 9th, 1820.

ON THE REMARKABLE INTERPOSITION OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE,
IN THE DELIVERENCE OF

STEPHEN AND JESSE BOORN,

WHO HAD BEEN UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH, FOR THE SUP-
POSED MURDER OF

RUSSEL COLVIN.
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BY LEMUEL HAYNES, A, M.

MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL 15 MANCIIESTER.

——

HARTFORD :

R. STORRS..«. PRINTER.
+*



-

SERMON. )

ISATAH, 49, 9.

That thou mayest say to the prisoners, go forth; to them that
' arein darkness, shew yourselves.

HieroerypuicAL illustrations were very common among
the eastern nations, whigh shews the propriety of their be-
ing so much used in the sacred volame. The wretched and
forlorn state of mankind, is set forth by metephors the most
apt and appropriate. The character and work of the ever
blessed Redeemer, is designated in terms caleculated to meet
the exigencies of fallen creatures. Are men said to be blind,
Jesus is exhibited as the light of the world ; as one who has
eye-salve and can open the eyes.—Are men said to be poor,
Christ is compared to gold who can make them rich.—Are
they naked, he has white raiment to clothe them, that the
shame of their nakedness need not appear. Are men star-
ving, Jesus is the bread of life. Are we in bondage or in
prison, Christis anointed to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound—Isa-
61, 1.—He says to the prisoners, go forth; to them that are
in darkness, shew yourselves ! :

Prisons are of ancient date—they have their origin in hu-
man depravity. They are places where criminals are con-
fined to restrain them from acts of violence, and to secure
the safety of the commonwealth. There is doubtles refer-
ence had in my text to the emancipation of the Jews from a
long and distressing eaptivity, which is emblematical of the
conversion of sinners, that ar% it spiritual thraldom : but yet
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nor of their compauy. While constrained te stay with them,
they are prone to exclaim in the language of David, ¢ Woe
is me that [ sojourn in Mesech, {hat I dwell in the tents of
Kedar.’ Psal. 120, 5. Men naturally are deprived of the
blessing of society,and the privileges ofithe children of God.
3, Another distressing circumstance that attend prisoners
is, th y are in a state of darkness, as mentioned in the text.—
The light of the sun does not shine upon them. The wicked
are said to sit in darkness, to walk in darkness, to love dark-
ness, &c. They are blind to their own characters and the
character of God—to their own danger, and to the only way
Wicked men behold nothing of the divine glory -
Their eyes are blinded and
no

of escape.
in his word, or in his works.
Like prisoners confined in a dungeen,

they cannot see.
he impenetrable wall, or illumi-

cheering ray can penetrate ¢
nate the solitary mansion.
4. A prison is a place of distress and trouble. Whata
wretched state was Jeremiahin when cast into the dungeon,
and his feet sunk down into the mire !

where was no water,
cast their wretched cap-

Eastern monarchs when they had
tives into a dungeon, never gave themselves the trouble of

enquiring about them ; but let them lie a long time in that
miserable condition, wholly destitute of relief, and disregar-
ded, says Bishop Lowth.—Prisoners among the Romans were
fettered and confinedin a singular manner. One end ‘of the
chain, which was of a commodious length, was fixed about
the rightarm of the prisoner, and the other about the left
arm of a soldier. Imprisonment, says Dr. Doddridge. is a
much greater punishment in the eastern part of the world
than here. State criminals, especially when condemned to
it, are not only forced to submit to a very mean and scanty
allowance, but are frequently loaded with closs and yokes of
heavy wood, in which they cannot either lie or sit at ease ;
and by frequent scourgings, and sometimes by rackings, are
frequently brought to an untimely end. These instances are
introduced to illustrate the propriety of the appropriate allu-

sion in my text.

The wicked are represented as being un-




20
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of divine power, as in the case of Daniel and Silas and Peter.

Sinners i
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sometimes experience, by reflecting on the state of sinners
doomed to the first and second death. Paul travailed in pain
for the souls of men; wasin great heaviness and sorrow of
heart. ¢ O that my head were waters, and my eyelids a
fountain of tears! Rivers of water run down mine eyes,”
were the exclamations of holy David, on account of those
who were under the condemnatory sentence of God’s holy
law, and every moment exposed to its awfal infliction !

2dly. But'it may be uvseful to draw a contrast between

the two cases before us.

1. Prisoners committed to jail among us are assigned there
by men, or human tribunals, and not always sanctioned by
the Almighty. But the wicked are doomed to punishment
by an act issued from the Court of Heaven. “ Jesus, who is
appointed Judge, pronounces the awful sentence, ¢ Let him
be taken from among men, from the prison on earth, and de-
livered to the tormentors, to suffer eternal death! The de-
nunciation is from the majesty of Heaven, and fills the trem-
bling criminal with terror and dismay. He shudders! he
sinks! like an affrighted Belshazzar. His countenance is
changed ; the joints of his limbs are loosed, and his knees
smite one against another! Prisoners condemned by earth-
ly judiciaries, may entertain hopes that they may possibly
escape the hands of men, or have the sentence reversed or
the punishment commuted ; but when it is denounced by the
Lord Jesus Christ, the incorrigible sinner can have no hope
in his present state. He cannot flee from the hands of the
Almighty, nor support himself amidst his inflexible wrath.—
God will not meet him 2s a man, but will take vengeance.—
Isa. 47, 3. His hands cannot be strong, nor his heart endure,

when God shall deal with him.
9. When the sentence is passed on criminals, they can

sometimes appeal to higher authority, and obtain favour:
have a new trial, plead an error of court, or a commutation
of punishment ; but there is no appeal from the Court of Hea-
ven ; no mitigation of sentence ; but amidst all the schemes

C ‘
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i them ; and their cause is often ably defended by gentlemen
oy ~ of the bar. But this will not be admitted b{-ib;c the tribu-

nal of Christ. None will even dare to undertake for them
ik before lhc. assembled universe : to none of the saints can they
:E::; their cause will appear so unreasonable and hopeless,
i . 0 man or angel will dare to say a word in their behalf
41 . 4. Those confined in prison for crimes, bear a small pro-
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But the great searcher of hearts cannot be deceived. Ever
ry decision is dictated by infinite wisdom and infinite good-
ness : he can by no means clear the guilty or condemn the
innocent. God will judge the people with perfect equity,
and justice and judgment are the habitation of his throne.,—
Psal. 89, 14.

I1. Let us attend to the other illustration in the text, which
implies deliverance, * Go forth—shew yourselves.”—The
author of it is the Liord Jesus Christ. That rnou mayest
say, viz. (he person designated or appointed by the Father,
see verse 8th, thus saith the Lord, man acceptable time have
[ heard thee, and in‘a day of salvation have 1 helped thee:
and 1 will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the

people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate

heritages. B

This deliverance of sinners is consistent with the law: of
God, and dignity of divine government. It is by the blood of
the covenant that prisoners are sent out of the pit wherein
there is no water, Zech. 9, 11, It cannot be admitted in

_any other way, as intimated in the text, « That thou

mayest ;* suggesting the idea that the thing may not take
place on any other condition, The Lord Jesus Christ brings
about the deliverance of his elect, through the instramentali-
ty of means; not that they are efficacious ; for afterall, God
gives the increase, - God is said to save men by the foolish,
ness of preaching—1 Cor. 1,12, In the late instance among
us, it was God who wrought the salvation ; but it was
brought about by means, and very unexpected. There were

a series of events that might be traced ; but they were all_

directed by the invisible hand of him, who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will—Eph. 1, 11. In deliver-
ing men from the bondage of sin and death, God defers it to
an extreme hour, that his power and grace may clearly appear
to which men are apt to be exceedingly blind.  The senti-
ment suggested may derive a degree of illustration by the
late providence of God, with which we are all acquainted.
Measures were used in vain to deliver from punishment.—
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Com.-t and Jury were unanimously against the prisoners. The -
public vou:cf pronounced the verdict just ; and were not al- '
. together satisfied with the commautation of the punishment of
‘l fleath f?-r that of imprisonment for life, granted to one of them
& lé;:)oleg:slative authority.  With respect to Mr. Stephen
.in lhr:,h:here Was ninety-seven against forty-two members
that he “::e :v?o were opposed to affording him any relief, s0
Able council eltto suffer death agreeable to sentence.”—
i i il was ‘employcfd--No hope of escaping out of cus-
'aﬁdyc;,e‘:'":? cast into the inner prison, bound in triple chains
Rl ully guarded. The object of going in search of the
o .Tﬁzp:;ed to be murder?d, was pretty much re!inq%
i vertisement puhl.nshed at the request of the crim-
ah‘ » Was not a mean of the information that Colvin was yet
e‘;h as Hr.t leadwick’s letter was anterior to his having‘.‘fi
:ﬁ .:;];:!t)l;utlon., The time of execution was dmwmgé,
bOltl’.ﬁ'om el gleam of hope from any quarter. Untily b&%}
deliverance, a :'t;:nh'r, the Lord raised up an instrament of
sat]ig fat:tor_y‘,a\] e r:’:%el' to lfs all. It was great, seasonab 4
¥ t WO A & H
inlé‘r?tg h nﬂ%&h m r_k'. and tend to illustrate divine
ing the Evenin Pﬁst i ‘fﬂ nnt ie the habit of tak- ’
~ ter;and wrl::i;-hg 8t which contained the trial at Manches-
o @: b : lnql_rned him to write the letter, by which in-
oo o n was obtained that the man supposed to be murders

but had the paper put into his hand by

od was yet alive ;
3_hat We are wont to call mere accident,

: :
f
f ." Just in the tast distressing hour.
! [ ::::0 Loid displays detivering power : B
‘I ;@, '€ mount of danger is the place 4

Where we stall see surprising grace.’
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What :l;f;di:ng: to prisoners, Go forth ! shew yourselves !
bars of the Pl"is'oniwor'd' ! Their chains are_taken off, the
& wlitary dungean s s oK. With joy they leave, the |
- their feet, and * - theyare quickened and made to stand on © *
8 AR walk at large, and are restored {o the arms of
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their friends, and to the libertics and immunities of Gods peo-
ple. The poor prisoner leaps for joy—comes to the light—
shews himself—is beheld with raptures of transport—appears
in a different point of light to all beholders—shews himself
as one exonerated, and to whom there is no condemnation, is
a fellow-citizen with the saints. To open the blind eyes, to
bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness, out of the prison-house. Sing unto the Lord anew
song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go
down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the
inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities there-
of lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: Jet
the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top
of the mountains. Let them give glory unto the Lord, and
declare his praise in the islands—Isa. 42. And the ransom-
ed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and
everlasting joy upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away—Isa. 35, 10,
There is certainly a degree of likeness in the two cases be-
fore us, or the deliverance of men out of common jails, and
the sentence denounced against them, and the freeing the
wicked from the bondage of sin and condemnation.—To
draw a striking contrast may be useful on the present occasion.
1. In the case of the former their trial is before earthly
eourts—their sentence denounced by them ; but the deliver-

ance of the wicked from the power and dominion of sin, isis

the special and immediate work of God, or the mighty agen-
cy of the Holy Spirit. The people of God thay work ; minis-
ters may preach, and say to prisoners, come forth! but it will
be foolishness ; it will be ineffectual, until thearm of the Lord
be revealed. Then,and not till then, will the foundation of
the prison be shaken, and all the doors opened, and the bands
loosed.

2. Sinners confined in the prison of their sins, are unwilling
to leave it—they love prison fare and company—love their
chains—Jove darkness ; and although the door is thrown wide
open, and liberty proclaimed to the captives; yet they will
not come forth, nor shew themselves ; but exert their powor

* 4
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and faculties o close the door, and deeper drive the massy

bolts, and shut out every ray of divine light : it being painful

to them. But men confined in earthly dungeons, when they
hear the news of their emancipation, How do they leap to
lose their chaing, and bid adieu to their gloomy abode! O
how welcome the invitation !  Go forth out of darkness !—
shew yourself!  When a poor prisoner reflects on the many
painful days spent in the melancholly cell, separated from dear
connexions and friends, in expectation of a horrible death,
O! how welcome the reversion of the doom ! none but the
experienced can form a conception.

4. ’.Tis sometimes the case that criminals are acquitted oB
the prmc:ipie of distributive justice ; they are not found guilty
of the crime alleged, or for which they were committed ; but
t‘he wicked can never be acquitted in this way. They are
fully guilty of the every crime with which they are charged.
There can be no error in ihe testimony and decision to op-
pose or commute the punishment. No irrellevant witness can
be admitted for or against. the prisoner. ’Tis pardoning
grace through a mediator that frees the penitent from the
sanctions of the law.

4. The emancipation granted by human courts is only a re-
Eneve of the body for a few years, months or days, perhaps
Gours or moments. Death may be inflicted by the hand of
t od before the time specified in the sentence of civil authori-
¥ Butthe act of the Almighty frees the soul from the ter-
rors of the first and second death.
laf‘gl‘c'en F}od delivers sinners from the slavery and bondage

€ir sins, and the sentence thereto annexed, he confers
great blessing upon them ; bes ‘
Thou hast ascen*
captivity eaptive ; thou hast recei-
s I(-;I;FTS for men, % for the rebelli[;us a’lso. When men
are liberaled from prisons, people may be disposed to make

them some remuneratj pis
ation ; but it d at
best they can impart, : 18 only temporal goo

from deliy wants.

ded on high, thou hast led

5.
Persons exonerated by earthly judiciaries, are liable to

; tows many valuable gifts by
- which they are made rich,—Psa]. 68, la:v g .

which can only relieve them and family
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arrests for new offences. Many have been acquitted from
jails or state-prisons, but again commit crimes and are sen-
tenced to death, and in a few months executed. Snch in-
stances of late have been within our observations. But those
whom the Lord acquits will never again be arraigned before
the court of Heaven and condemned. None can or dare lay
any thing to their charge, so as to sentence them to death ; for
there is no condemnation to them: Rom. 8,1. Thereisanim-
mutable and an eternal act of absolution issued for all past
and future crimes.

The late remarkable occurrence or dispensations of divine
providence among us, in relation to the prisoners condemned,
and their wonderful delivernace, will form an epoch in the
annals of history that will be transmitted o generations yet
unborn, Reflections of a serious and interesting nature are
suggested.

1. The imperfection of buman nature, under peculiar ad-
vantages is clearly exhibited. Perbaps in no case were cir-
cumstantial evidence more clear and conclusive, or greater
unanimity in court and jury, or coincidence in the public mind.
But few who did hesitate to bring in their verdict of Guirty.
The wisdom, candor and integrity of the board of trial cannot
be questioned. Neither are we disposed to impeach the wit-
nesses in general. Even the prisoner himself had confessed
the crime, and after all we are assured that they are innocent.
It may prove a caution to us to look as favorable as possible on
the side of innocency, and to the exercise of that charity that
« hopeth all things,” and not be too hasty in taking up a re-
proach against our neighbour—Psal. 15, 3. Courts of judica-
ture are hereby taught to proceed with the utmost delibera-
tion and carefulness, especially in cases of life and death, and
not decide without very clear and conclusive evidence.*—

* These remarks are not designed as the least reflection on
the honourable Court who attended at Manchester. I have of-
ten observed, that during the trial, there appeared to be a favor-
able leaning in behalf of the criminals, and o very candid in-
dulgence. Evidence not directly in point was not admitted. Mr.
S. Boorn has repeatedly told me and others, that he did nof
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How far the opinion of our first commentaries on law onght
to be reganled, 15 out of the preachers province to delcrmin‘e;
but a pmfut to be discussed by gentlemen of the bar. * All
presumptive evidence of felony should be admitted cautious-
by, (sn:? ¢ Blackstone,) for the law holds that it is better that
te.n guilly persons escape, than that one innocent suffer @ and
Sir Matthew Hale in particular, lays down two rules, most
pf'udent and necessary to be observed. ¢ 1. Never to con-
]ﬂct a wan for sfca]ing the goods of a person unknown, mere:
y because he will give no account how hie came by them, un-
:;s“" a_lf:tual felony be proved of such goods. adly. Never
lh:u:::id a‘::- F(ers;n of murder or manslanghter, (i1l at least
mentioug wher:u“ dead ; on account of two instances he
’ + persons were executed for the murder of
others who were then alive, but missing.”

S ?;“:‘:l:(t;i;::l issue and.tchinatinn of the event, so plainly
proved as a (‘i:ﬂputed criminals, should by no meaus be im-
all proper m;q:;llrae:ement to search after iniquity, and use
i puni;hmrcs to c;ntcc'l trangreéi-ors, and bring them to
o 6bjects b 0‘;:3 "“ apprehending criminals there aré
RS, -ﬂheie = +¥iz, to find out the guilty, or clear the
latter is ci’h;cted ch.:;sc:m '.hrepct::lbt_y mvolved. Whenthe
and restored to s‘oci'ciy ::d I:h mlt':C.Vc'd, e i By
ey e bimort: e dignity and safety of the state
_Imore important point is obtained, even to the

public, than if criminality was discovered. ’
Dﬂ:jl.lifl:;::ti:?dfnce i'f the minds of all must be obtained of
tion in a!mostr a;)ipi-l.bhc process, it would render investiga-
grounds for suspie cases unnecessary. That (here were
:;wﬂ” I 18 plcmn.tlmt murder had been committed at Man-
m’,-; 'd.n(!l ::ja:lcita;g:mme‘i ‘:"ith 3!| the circamstances will de-
matter. will not h‘«a;‘e an imperious duty fo enquire into the
has been. too 1 % lfliutec.l by the candid. Whether there
auch, o too little attention paid to the matter:

—

blame the ; s
evidence a;::m!y I B deciding against himy considering the
eds This he has observed to me since the sitting
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and whether every thing has been attended to in the best
manner, would be to contend with the doctrine of human im-
perfection. The resultis favorable, and we rejoice.

3. We are clearly taught, that there is a superintending
providence, that directsall events ; that the works of God are
great and marvelous, and past finding out. The goodness of
the Almighty is plainly illustrated. While he is one that will
by no means clear the guilty; yet he will deliver the innocent
in his own time and way.— God will execute judgment for
the oppressed—give food to the hungry : the Lord looseth the
prisoners : He heareth the groaning of prisoners, to loose those
who are appointed to death.” Ifthe Lord is so ready in such
a wonderful way to rescue the bodies and lives of men from
death, may we not argue from the less to the greater, and in-
fer the infinite benignity of the Saviour, who delivers the souls
of men from endless perdition. Verily the Lord is good, and
seady to forgive.

4. We are evidently taught by reflecting on the late dispen-
sation of the Almighty, the vast importance of paying a strict
attention to truth and veracity; and that at all times, and un-
der every trying circumstance. How pertinent that injunc-
tion of the apostle, Eph. 4, 15—Speaking the truth n love.
Those who have been the subjects of so much distress, cannot
but see that the want of adhering properly to this important
has been a fruitful source of their calamity and trouble,
and how much pains and cost it has been the occasion of. Let
parents inculcate this important duty on the minds of their
children ; and let every instance of vexation and sorrow to
which a contrary conduct subjects us, teach us to pay the most
sincere regard to truth and uprightness, as we would have
the approbation of our Judge, and the testimony of a good
conscience.

5. The subject is peculiarly interesting to those among us
who have lately been remarkably emancipated from bondage,
slavery and death. Was there evera clearer display of di-
vine interposition ? and can they be blind to that Almighty
hand that hath wrought deliverance? God has said to you
that were prisoners, Go forth !—to you who were in darkness

lesson,




sl'lew yourselves ! Human means were used in Vall, espe-
c:glly-for him who continued under sentence of death. Ap-
Plication to legislative authority only tended to render his
€ase more despe.rate 3 as it diminished the power of the Gov-
fl::(;r a:d council to grant a reprieve. Nothing scarcely bat
s pﬂ];“ir;?zj of the supposed murdered exile, would satisfy
i 3 OT Teverse the‘ sentence of death, and it was
o expet‘:-ted. But amidst all these gloomy apprehen-
s » the arm o the. Lord was revealed in your behalf, and

. B'ven mcontestible evidence of your innocence. The
r;z:n;r:l:el?s;ed, especiallx the one present, will recognize
oy ncholly days and‘mghts he has spent in the dreary

ngeon ; shut out from society, from your family, and friends.

I can never fo i

ver forget those many solitary hours I h '
you, amidst that dismal habitation.y s
been.a kind of com
been an eye and a

. I have in some sense
npaé::':ﬁ::;i;!ls {ou in trtibulaiion. | hav;
58 Lo your tears, agonies an

E;‘;a:;sa“:;d;r;ithc awful‘anticipations of an ignomin%ous death,
Youth, and herolerr s o rom the dear companion of your
were :iear fp i Chlidr_en’ whom you declared unto me
place who‘::ro fdyml] s h&f _ilsc]f. Had the event taken
Could a bl"okl;n lrle ate the pitiful story to fatherless children!
spot, and say, th g m?the" lead them to some obscure
fortunate Pa{;nte:?]; dear children, lies the remains of an un-

» W10 Wished to be your support in life ; the

m
S were wont to embrace you with paren-

Could she point them to the gibbit, on whicha

3 f;d; am.i relate the melancholl)' disaster !—

be improbable, and to relate it almost
to consider, that although you are
yet God must be their support. That
re of you and been your pre-
Your anxious desire to

F[‘o conceal it woul
Impossible, Yoq ought
restored to your family

Almighty arm that has taken ca

Server, must also be thejr prote

ctor.

e

——
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and thanksgiving ¢ Can you refrain from having an altar of
praise erected in your house, to Him who has done such great
things for you? Shall not the merning and evening sacrifice
ascend like holy incense from your habitation ?
This display of divine goodness should lead you to repen-
tence—Rom. 2, 4.—Although you are found innocent of the
charge alledged by an human court ; yet with respect to other
sins in common with your fellow sinners, you cannot plead ex-
emption. ’Tis for our sins we are punished by the hand of
God. ’Tis for our sins that others are suffered to afflict us.
You connot but see that some of your conduct during your
imprisonment has had influence in the decision against you.
By improper and wrong concessions, you have been led to
self-crimination. 1 hope you will review your past conduct,
and will be led to amendment oflife. You have ingenuously
confessed to me, that you have too much indulged yourself in
imprudent and profane language, which has greatly been im-
proved against you in your late trial. You have been sensi-
ble of this, and to your credit [ mention it, you have promised
to reform. The apostle James in relation to the tongue,
says, ¢ Behold what a great matter a little fire kindleth The
goodness of God in sparing you, is a sure pledge thathe s wil-
ling to pardon and restore you to his favor. Oh! reflect on
the wretched state that twenty days more would have intro-
duced you, had you died in your sins. A more awful prison
awaits the ungodly, where hope never comes. The sentence
pronounced against you will doubtless soon be reversed ; yet
should yoube found impenitent, the court of heaven still
holds you a prisoner condemned, and the more awful execu-
tion may take place before the 28th of January. This day
may form a kind of anniversary in your life : you will always
remember it; and oh! may it during your abode on earth, be
a day of thanksgiving to God for the signal display of his mer-
cy towards you !

In this remarkable providence you can see judgment and
mercy, chastisement and benignity. Affliction in subjecting
you for months to a dark and gloomy prison in chains—in be-
ing reputed a murderer—cut off from society, your family, and -
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lying under the sentence of death. But here is divine wis- }’

d(.)m ’and goodness displayed, in reversing the sentence, re-
trieving your character, &c. Had you been exonerated by
the Court : orif the process had never commenced, ’tis prob-
alflc that Colviri would never have been discovered, and a
stigma might be fixed on you and unborn posterity. But God
has effectually wiped away the reproach. '.[‘h('.dprisoncrs re-

leased will be under peculiar temptations to indulge a hard

:md‘ bitter spirit towards some who have appeared in evidence
against them. That a perfect adherence to propriety in all

things, amidst such a series of events, could not be expected.

l.l you have in any instance been injured, it is God’s preroga-
tive to ayenge the wrong, and not yours. as it is written, ¢ To
me belongeth vengeance and recompence. Dearly Im;o\'cd,
'fl?:zuge_not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath : for
it is written vengeance is mine ; I will repay saith the Lord’—
Deut. .32, 35 ; Rom. 12, 19.  You see by what has taken
place in your late trials, that God can conduct matters best
c:‘ve.n for you. Commit all to him. Be of a peaceable for-
E“:;E temper. !:Juppress every unruly passion, and all evil
peaking. Let God’s goodness so wonderfully displayed, ex-

cite y :
_ cite you to be merciful, as our Father who is in Heaven is

:'e;i:‘:tcig:‘bzgfiﬂe?l and unusual joy manifested by this
brothar in. law w.]r;g' I VR .lhe retarn of your deserted
were not hosli'l : ,lth:‘ incline you to believe that they
s Evers e to your life, and did not thirst for human
tongue hail d-tICOUIllen.nr‘;ce expressed gladness, and every
sounded f; ed the auspicious day. Shouts aud rejoicing re-
. rom house ‘tu house, and from town to town. All
:_ ,mfi- anxious to drink deep with you in the cup of y =
verance. ; p of your
m:zﬁ‘::;i:ri:{iﬁyfm may prize your escape from prison, how
dom from thcbf'ata}lﬁ[l:h::luc;_‘ht_l seek acquittance and free-
S e e e death! This would
Heaven would exult in song ¢ and extatic pature. Al
Lake 15790, & : ongs that would never, never end '—
spared ':Jur 1 nca: e Lord has i so wonderful a manner
¥ I‘FES:.Gh. what ubligatmns are you under to de-
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vote the remainder to God: You cannot expect another
call so powerful and alarming : and should this be misimpro-

ved, may you not consider it an awful presage of inevitable

ruin—Prov. 29, 1. He that being often reproved, hardeneth
his-neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without rem-

o

edy.

The aged parents, who have for months been groaning un-
der the heavy hand of the Almighty, may greatly rejoice.—
You have been mourning children devoted to a shameful
and untimely death. Hadit taken place, perhaps it would
have brought down your gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.
The miseries that come upon our children should lead us to
examine, whether our unfaithfulness to the concerns of their
souls has not had influence in the calamities to which they
are incident. Every day, especially the shadows-of even-
ing did not fail to waft your imaginations to the doleful man-
sion, that contained your unhappy children, while horrible
and frightful scenes of a disgraceful death, disturbed your
nightly repose. Every enjoyment of life’ was imbittered,
and every walk became solitary. The yearning of the bow-
els of tender parents over their children, bound in chains,
doomed to the gibbit, is taught only by experience. Could
you not say with the broken hearted Jacob, ¢ All these
things are against me.”’

The dwellings of a brother and sister becomes a Bochim,
and their responsive cries entered the walls of distress. At
home, abroad, in the house of God, grief lies heavy on their
couls ; while every tender fecling of the heart swells the
tide of anguish and distress. Could an affectionate sister
hear of the fatal destiny of two brothers, and not sink beneath
the heart-rending tidings!* Oh the bitter reflections, the
painful sensations among friends, whose mingled sorrows ab-
sorb all the pleasures of life!

* Mrs. Richardson, sister of the prisoners, being on @ visit fg
a neighbouring house, on hearing that the sentence of death was
pronounced against her brothers, fell prosirate on the floor.
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But why should I harrow up the soul by too minute a detail,
or dwell too long on those days of tribulation ? They are
passed and gone, God has tarned your mourning into dan-
cing.  Although weeping endured for a long and wearisome
night, yet joy came in the morning. Let Jehovah-jirah, the
Lord will see and provide, be written on the posts of your
door, aud on the fleshy tables of your hearts. Let this mot-
to be inscribed in legible and indelible characters, on all your
deportncnt, that he may run that readeth—The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad.

I trust this and the neighbouring towns have, in a degree,
by their conduct exemplified that inspired injunction, * Re-
joice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep.” Their readiness to afford pecuniary relief to the
distressed family, is a practical demonstration. 1t has for
months past been a time of peculiar mourning and distress, to
see our fellow creatures in wretched confinement, awaiting
an awful execution. I trust our prayers have been ascended
to Heaven for divine interposition, and the Lord in a myste-
rious way has granted us deliverance. Through the faith-
fulness and vigilence of our fellow-citizens, (under God,) the
town of Manchester is delivered from the public censure of
Biood-guiltiness ; which otherwise would have clave to them
to the latest posterity. All who read and hear this mysteri-
ous events, even generations yet to come, will be constrain-
ed 1o exclaim, “ Verily thereis a God, whose judgments are
unsearchable, and his ways past finding out.”

I canscarcely persuade myself to quit the subject, altho’
it will be a kind of repetition, without adverting to that ex-
tacy and delight, with which we beheld the devoted man quit
his direful abode. He was waiting between hope and fear,
antil the glad tidings were proclaimed—the prison-door
opened, the chains unrivited, and he welcemed to the light.
May it not reprove such who are under the sentence of God’s
faw 3 prisoners of hope, and will not come out. O ! that I
could with success proclaim in your ears this day the expos-
tulatory declaration of the great deliverer, Isa. 61. The
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spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek : he hath
sent me to bind up the broken hearted ; to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opering of the prison to them that
are bound. Letme say to the prisoners, Go forth! To you
that are in darkness, Shew yourselves, The door is thrown
wide open—Jesus is ready to break your bonds asunder.
Angels invite—yea, all Heaven stand ready to shout your de-
liverance through the streets of New-Jerusalem. The na-
ture of our inability can be infered by seeing the prisoner
escape when the door is unlocked, that it is of the moral
kind, being bound only with the cords of our sins, unwilling
to depart. We are not convened this day to witness the aw-,
ful death of a fellow mortal, suspended between the Heavens
and the earth—Nor to hear the bitter sighs, or behold the
distorted visage of a devoted malefactor ; but to hear the ju-
bilee trumpet proclaiming salvation. Turn ye to the strong
hold, ye prisoners of hope. May the arm of the Lord be re-
vealed.—AMEN. ;
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Tre moral sense of the people of our Republic, is not
perhaps evinced more clearly by any fact, than the universal
horror that is felt at the shedding of human blood. In many
portions of the old world, violent deaths produce little more
emotion, than those which are occasioned by the ordinary
laws of nature. The victims of the highwayman, and the
midnight assassin, are silently entombed, and the murderer
is either feebly pursued, or suffered to escape without an at-
tempt to bring him to punishments .

How different is the casein our own beloved country! No
sooner is it known that human blood has been shed, and like
the bleod of Abel “ cries from the ground,”’ than the whole
Population is in commotion. A voluntary * hue and cry” is
raised—every nook and corner of the country is scoured ;
and the blood-stained murderer may almost as well escape
from the righteous vengeance of heaven, as from the punish-
ment inflicted by human tribunals.

Wherever the blood of man stains the ground, the people
inhabiting that portion of our country, secem to consider them-
selves as implicated inthe guilt, until the murdereris discov-
ered and brought to punishment. The people of Dedham
icarcely restéd until Fairbanks, the murderer of Miss Fules,
was brought to condign punishment. The people of Wilbra-
ham and the adjoining country, hardly gave “sleep to their
€yes, or slumher to their eye-lids,” until Halligan and Dayly
aftoned for the murder of Lyon upon the gallows. A long
satalogue of instances might be mentioned to evince the
general prevalence of this sentiment. It is a sentiment that
does honor to human nature—a sentiment that pecaliarly
Marks the character of ewr countrymen.




But the « corruption of the best things become the worst.’®
While we acquiesce with solemn catisfaction in the punish-
ment of those whose guilt is rendered indubitable, we thrill,
with inexpressible horror, at theidea that an innocent human
being should be launched into eternity by the judgment ofan
buman tribunal. Humanity is stamped in indelible charac-
ters upon the Laws of our country ; and although the sever-
est of them must be executed, it should mever be forgotten
that—* mercy tempers justice.”

The certainty of guilt should b
certainty of punishment ; and as long as a doubt remains of
the guilt of a man upon trial fot his life, that doubt, accord-
ding to the humane principles of our law, amounts to acquit
tal.—One of the most profound sages of Jurisprudenc who
ever honored the bench of Justice, or graced its pure ermine,
“promulgated a position which ought to be engraved in letters
of gold in every hall of Justice—* It 1s BETTER THAT TEN

GUILTY MEN SHOULD ESCAPE, THAN THAT ONE INNOCENT MAN

e rendered as clear as the/

SHOULD SUFFER DEATH.”
The recent conviction of STEPHEN and Jesse Boorx fo

murder of Russert CoLvin, more than seven years since, has
produced a sensation through the whole extent of our vast
country. The whole transactions connected with this event,
are so completely involved in mystery, that a full develope-
ment of them is hardly to be expected. ~Assoon as it was
supposed that somebody had been murdered at Manchester,
the people of that vicinity absolutely seemed to be drivenn-
to a state of infatuation. The history of witcheraft itself,
scarcely can furnish a parallel ; and a more melancholly de-
. lusion scemed never to have taken possession of
mind. Else why should so many people be deceived in the
very fact whether human bones were found or not ? The
ghost of Colyin seemed to have had, if possible, a more seri-
ous effect upon the minds of the people, than that of the King
of Denmark upon Hamlet, He maintained method in his
nuadness,’ and resorted to measures far different from chains,
dugeons, threats and denunciations, to discover the murder-

r the

the human -
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er i i
x t?]l; l:les nt;a::ther. Far be l't from the intention of the writer,
. mqpeﬂah(;st degree, to impeach tbe judgment of the high:
seme\“cca toed c;:lrt, by whom the unhappy Boorns were
e a;a + Equally far be it from his intention, in
e ect the respectable jury upon whose verdiet
e s:;n ;3:::1 c:-i;d;:athdmx; pronounced. The evidence
G ndered the guilt of the prisoners toc
zir:zz:z:; wa:y (:ht?r result. But the manner pin which th:
e 50 tained, was 8o extraordinary—so unprece-
T: » that it becomes a subject of animadversion.
. eTli?ljn‘s. an_d. Colvin were in the humblest circumstan-
e i amllief were to be supported by hard labour.
Lo l‘tet]nrua'? cvnden'tl_!.' 'of very ordinary capacities, and
= rcﬁn;d e of that sensublht): which results from education,
e Drsoclft_y._ The family of Colvin was increasing as
e ﬁfus aining them were diminishing. Occasional-
3 a 'ecicd by the greatest calamity which can befall
o human being—mental derangement. Although a broth
er in law to the Boorns, he hung like a dead weight !0 :
t‘hem and their father. Those kind of bickerings galtel:m.
tfons and strifes which almost invariably take pla(:; in lca_
life, and which are increased by the prospect of \t;ant wz::a
t_frequt:nt amongst them. The miserable Colvin, with ;shat-
'ered intellect, fled from a scene which tortured his imagina-
tion, and increased the malady of his mind. Years rilled
away, and Colvin “ was not,” The remembrance of;he un
kind treatment which had been bestowed upon hjm by the-:
Boorns, undoubtedly disturbed their tranquility, and drew
from lh‘em occasional expressions of compunc;ion. The-se
expressions were remembered by the neighbours, who uln-

doubtedly
o edly wondered what had become of poor Russell Col-

5 i}:sn:l-lb}iiﬂ occupied the attenti?? of almost every mind
e ‘lgh ourhoiud. It seems as if the age of ghosts and
B ns” had reth;:d; and that every house was haunted

Y the ghost of Colvin. At length the murdered Colvin ac-

 fuglly appeared to a connection of the Boorzs, and declared

i G

‘i_!-______;__.______l______-_'._____________________E_____.___ ¥os ey e MR TN BN FeTmEa .




42

that he had been murdered by the Boorns, and pointed out
the place where he was buried. Upon this miraculous rev-
elation, all the human passions were called into opeaation.—
An old deserted potatoe-hole was explored. and bones were
found amongst its rubbish! ¢ The north gave up and the
South kept not back !” Every body rushed forth o behold
the bones of Colvan ! The valleys poured forth groups of
wondering men and women, not a few ; the mountaineers
descended from the rugged sides of the mountain to gaze,
with trembling 2we and quivering solicitude, upon—-the bones
of Colvin ! Timid females, and men who think and act like
timid females, undoubtedly from the effects of disturbed im-
aginations, saw the ghost of Colvin flitting across the declivi-
tics of the mountaing, or walking with solemn step around
the fields.  All, all was consternation! Every mouth was
ready to exclaim, murder ! murder !

The previous quarrels of Stephen and Jesse Boorn with
the murdered Colvin—their accidental expressions in regard
to him, and most especially a declaration to Sall, (as they
called Mrs. Colvin) that she might * swear @ child,? with
which she was pregnant, because Colvin was dead, all conspir-
ed to fix suspicion upon the unfortunate Stephen and Jesse.
The unsuspicions Boorns were pursuing their humble callings
in life—the one in the State of New-York, the cther in Ver-
mont, two hundred miles apart. Suddenly the powerful and
resistless arm of vindictive justice was raised over their de-
voted heads.

They were loaded with irons—immured in a dungeon—
and were deprived even of the miserable consolation of com-
muning with each other in their calamities—for they were
chained in separate cells. Even innocence could Lardly sus-
tain the mind undersach an accumulation of woes. At first,
they persisted in declaring their total ignorance of the crime
alleged against them, and affirming their innocence. But
their minds, naturally feeble, and rendered distracted at the
prospect of death, began to waver. They found an uncon-
‘querable prejudice against them in the minds of the people ;
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and they scarcely heard an human voice but what uttered
forth the language of erimination. But there was no evi-
dence of their guilt—and had they not been alarmed by de-
nunciations, or allured by false hopes, they never conld have
been brought to make the most extraordinary CONFES-
BIONS, which stand recorded in the melancholy records of
criminal law. Upon these confessions they were condemned
todie, and Stephen Boorn at this time, (January 28th) would
bave been suspended between the heavens and the earth,
and his agonized brother clanking his chains in a dungeon,
had they not been rescued by the appearance: of the Livive
Corviv. That the public mind should, if possible be satisfied
as to the guilt of an human being who suffers death, the prac-
tice of endeavouring to obtain a confession of the criminal
AFTER he is condemned, is excusable ; but by exciting
fears or raising hopes in the minds of a man BEFORE he is
tried, and thereby obtaining coxrEssions against. himself is
making him his own executioner—is making him FELO DE SE.

This subject might be extended much father ; but it may

oy already have been extended too far. But the writer most

unequivocally avers that he is far from wishing to implicate
any human being engaged in this melancholy transaction.—
It is principle for which he contends, without the remotest

wish to affect, or injure any man.

An examination of all the principal facts yet disclosed has
induced the writer to remark, perhaps withmore freedom than
cantion, upon the measurcs resorted to, to obtain CONFESSIONS
from the Boorns’ of their own guilt. To prove their accura-
ey, the following extracts ofa Jetter from one of the examin-

ing magistrates, is here introduced.

« Much was said to Jesse, to get the facts from him : he was
dold that if he should confess the fucts, it would probably bg
the means of clearing him. Jesse at length confessed thas
Stephen told him, that he (Stephen) gave Russel a blow, and
daid him aside, where no one would find him, - Upon this we sent
Jfor Stephen, who was brought here. Jessenow eaid that his for-
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a7 €onfession was not true : bui nothing could now convince
the pecple that Colvin was not murdered.”

% During their commitment, much exertion was made to gel a
confession from them. Stephen wrote a statement of what he
said were fucts § in which he acknowledged he killed Colvin,
deposited himin the place where the knife and button were found,
and that he took the bones from that place and put them under
his father’s barn, which was soon after burnt, and the body prin-
eipally consumed.”

« Jt appeared in evidence, that several had promised to sign
for their pardon, if they would confess ; at the same time telling
them that there was no doubt they would be convicted upon the
testimony that was then against them.”

“ A person in jail with them for perjury, testified to a full
confession of the murder, made to him by Stephen and Jesse :
and it was so arifully framed, so corroborated by other fucts,
that it had great weight with the court and jury, though it ap-
pears now to have been wholly fulse. But he has his end an-
swered ; he has got bail by the means, and gone off.”’

The reader ought to be apprised that the following “ Brief
Sketch,” is not offered as a ¢ Report” of the Trial of Steph-
enand Jesse Boorn, for the murder of Russell Colvin—it is
merely a summary of the multifarious mass of evidence ex-
hibited upon that singular prosecution ; and is ‘designed to
corrobborate the facts stated inthe Narrative and Sermon of
the Rev. Mr. Havyes, and the preceding remarks of the
writer. As theyare published together, it is hoped, and it is
believed that the reader will find in this publication a can-
did, dispassionate and authentic view of this unprecedented
transaction. It is said thata full Repoat of this trial is about
to be published under the sanction of the Supreme Court of
Vermont.. It will become a leading case before the Courts
and Juries of our country. The termination of it may be
productive of a double effect—it may be productive of
good, so far as it may restrain those who sit in judgment up-
on the lives of their fellow-men, from pronouncing the awful
sentence of death, until guilt is rendered indubitable—it may

4

preduce evil, as it may prevent the infliction of punishment,
. where there ought to be no doubt of guilt. It is most
sincerely hoped it may occasion a total discontinuance of the
highly reprehensible practice of encouraging prisoners from
raising their hopes, or alarming them by exciting their fears,
to make CONFESSIONS against themselves. ¢ No man i
bound to criminate himself,” is a maxim handed down from the
best periods of Roman and English Jurisprudence. It is this
§ principle that has banished the torture and the rack from

4 most portions of the civilized world.
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STATE OF VERMONT.

-I'- Supreme Court, adjourned Term, November, 1819. I

i

.-f'r_.ﬁ:-.;.‘ LR

Present—Hon. Duprey Cuase, Ch. Just.
Hon. Joer DooriTTLE, Ast. Judge.

" ABill of Indictment for Murder was found by a grand-jury
~at the September Term of the Supreme Court against Stephen
‘Boorn and Jesse Boorn for the murder of Russell Colvin ; but
as the Court did not consist of the requisite number of Judges,
the trial was adjourned. ; y

Y The indictment was in the usual form, charging the prison-
_ers as “ being moved and seduced by the instigation of the

L‘-'dovil,”—and that they ¢ feloniously, wilfully, and of their

malice aforethought did kill and murder,” Russell Colvin,
" upon the 10th day of May, A. D. 1812. :
. "The State’s Attorney appeared in support of the prosecu-
tion.
" Messrs. Skinner Wellman, and Sargeant, as counsel for the
Prisoners. ‘ :

Before the introduction of any testimony, Mr. Skmner:‘nadc
:} motion, that as the prisoneﬁs had P{eat(.lifald severally ¢ Not

ailty,” they might be allowed separate riais. _
Th{e courtyrule% that Stephen ai::d Jesse'Boom, should be
 jointly tried for the murder of Russell Colvin.

" About fifty witnesses were successively examined ; but as
they were o':;ly corroborative of each other-‘-al.l temi‘::-gth?s
~ prove the leading facts in the case, and too vOIUIINOUS L

5%
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" Brief Sketch, none but the principal testimony will here be

introduced.
EVIDENCE ON THE PART OF THE STATE.

Thomas Johnson, sworn—I was a neighbour to_the Boorns
and Colvin. Ju the early part of the month of May, seven
years ago, last spring, | saw one moruing, Stephen Boorn, Jes-
se Boorn, Russell Colvin, and his son Lewis Colvin, picking up
stones, 'They appeared to be in a quarrel. I had a full view
of them, although they con!d not see me. 1 have never seen
Russell Colvin since. Stephen said he was not in the field
picking stones at the time Russell went off, but that he went
off at that time. Jesse. while in imprizonment, told me that
he was assisting in shoeing an horse, when Russel went offe
Stephen said the woodchuck they had for dinner the day Rus-
sell went off was killed by him, when mending fence fora Mr.
Hammond. Having purchased the land where this quarrel
took place, the children found and brought home an old moul-
dy rotten hat—I knew it to be the hat of Russel Colvin. In
the cellar-hole stood a thrifty apple tree about three feet
high, which was taken away the season after 1 noticed it.

Lewis Colvin, (son of Russell Colvin) sworn. He said that
at the time Russell went off. he was picking stones with him,
and Stephen and Jesse Boorn—that a quarrel arose between
Stephen and Russell—that Russell struck Stephen first—that
Stephen knocked Russell down with a club, and that he (the
witness) ran away, and saw no blood—that Stephen told him
not to tell that he struck Russel—that he has neyer seen Rus-
sell since. B =
_ [t appeared from the testimony of many witnesses that a
jack-knife, and a button was found in the old cellar-hole which
were recognized as having once belonged to Russell Colvin—
that he had occasionally absented himself from his fanuly, and
was at times in a state of mental derangement— that bones had
been found. which by some were supposed to be human bones,
but which appeared, from the most conclusive evidence, not

ta:be homan bones. [From a large mass of evidence, that -

which relates to the aceidental observations of the Boorns, be-
fore their arrest and imprisonment, and their confessions when
chained in a dungeon, are deemed altogether the most impor-
tant.

T:;!:mrm Hill. sworn.—1le stated that he had the keys of the
prison in which the Boorns’ were imprisoned—that he exhort-
ed Jesse to tell the truth, and that if he told a falschood it
would increase his trouble—that he confessed that be
was afraid that Stephen bad murdered Colvin, and thatiie be-
lieved he koew very near where the body was buried—that

~ to prison from time to time ourt ]

" had been urged to coufess; thatone night in the prison we got
. up, &Jesse sadthat Stephen knocked Colvindown twice, broke
* his scull, & the blood gushed out; that his father came up three

‘barn that was burned ; then pounded
_ the prisoners connsel.]
* began to talk, and Russe

was a knot on it about one inch

- was broken off sharp, and it

* when the knife and the hat of Colvin were shewn hin, he

was much agitated. He said he urged Jesse to confess noth-

ing but the truth.

Sally Colvin, (wife of Russel Colvin, and sister to the
Boorns") stated that about four years since Stephen said I
could swear the child with which I was pregnant, for he knew
that Colyin was dead. Jesse also said that T could swear it.

Duniel D. Baldwin, and Mrs. Baldwin to the same effect
said that about three years since, Stepben told them that Col-
vin went off ina_strange manner into the woods at the time

' he, Jesse Colvin and Lewis were picking stones—that Lewis

had gone for drink, and when he asked them where Colvin

. was gone ? Oue answered, gone to hell; the other that they
had pat him where potatoes would not freeze.

" [Numerons witnesses testificd to the contradictoay declara

. tions of the Boorns in regard to the disappearance or death of

Colvin but the testimony of Silas Merrill. to the extraordi-

~ nary coxression of Jesse Boorn is in substanre inserted.]

Silas Merrill, sworn.  Testified that as Jesse was returned
from the court of enquiry, that he

several times, and asked if he was dead, and said. damn him ;
thatall three of us took the body and put it into the old cellar,

“Where father cut his throat; that he knew the jacknife to be

Colyins ; that Stephen wore Colvin’s shoes ; that about a year
and an half after.they took up the bones; put them undera
them up znd flung them
iuto the river; that father put some ofthem into a stump, &e.

i i i J g ed hy the Court,
The following written confession of Stephen, was rejected by
‘"IE as ite contents were alluded to by oral testimony, it was introduced by

« May the tenth, 1812, I, about 9 or 10 o’clock, went down
{6 David Glazier’s bridge.and fished down below uncle Na-
thaniel Boorn’s, and then weot up ACross their farms, wherf
Russel and Lewis was, being the nighest way, and sat down &
1 told me how many dollars henefit he
mned fool, and

him he was a da
had been to father, and 1 told him he i 1

he was madand jumped up, and we sat ¢ )
told him to set dojwn,Pyou little tory, and there was sglcce(;‘l'
a beech limb about two feet long, and he catched it up & struc

at I'riy head as I sat down. and | jumped up and it struck me on

. - d k hi
one 51l0“’der and l catched it O“t 0”115 h-a"[l an . Stl uc ma
ba':k Ila (5 ] w. 1 rth SIdc Of h'm, and {hel‘e

"d .d b'O ] l he]ng on (hel l'l: . ; i

think | hit him on his back, and he stooped down and that knot

hit him on the back of the neck
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close in his hair, and it went in about a half of an inch on that
great cord, and he fell down, and then 1 told the boy to go down
and come up with his uncle John, and he asked me if | had kill-
ed Russel, and [ told him no, but he must not tell that we struck
one another. And I told him, when he got away down, Rus- i
sel was gone away, and 1 went back and he was dead, and then 4

1 went and took him and put him in the corner of the fence by

the cellar hole, and put briars over him and went home and

went down to the barn and got some boards, and when it was T
dark | went down and took a hoe and boards, and duga grave L
as well as | could, and took out of his pocket a little barlow L
kmife, with about a half of ablade, and cut some bushes & put :
on his face and the boards, and put in,the grave, and put him in

four boards on the bottom and on the top, and t'other two on

the sides, and then covered him up and went home cryib&along,
but 1 want afraid as I know on. And when ] lived to William i
Boorn’s | planted some potatoes, and when | dug them | went li".
there and something I thought had been there, and 1 took u

his bones and put them in a basket, and took the boards an (g8
put on my potatoe hole, and then it was night, took the basket = =

and my hoe and went down and pulled a plank in the stable

floor, and then dug a hole, and then covered him up,and went ,,,. A
in the house and told them | had done with the basket & took ¥ 1
back the shovel, and covered up my potatoes that evening, and d." .

then when I lived under the west mountain, Lewis came and
told me that fathér’s barn was burnt up, the next day or the
next day but one I came down and went to the barnand there
was a few bones, and when they was to dinner | told them'| did

|
K 4
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not want my dinner, and went and took them, and there waut L’Lr I
only a few of the bigest of the bones,and throwed them i the e
river above Wyman’s, and then went back, and it was done g?ﬁ
quick too, and then was hungry by that time, and then went 12

o
4

T

home, aud the next Sunday I came down after money to pay-
the boot that | gave to boot between oxens, and went out there
and scraped up theme little things that was under the stump
there, and told them I was going to fishing, and went, & there
was a hole, and I dropped them in,and kicked over the stuff,
and that is the first any body knew it, either friends or foes, even
my wife. All these | acknowledge before the world.
STEPHEN BOORN.

T

Manchester, Aug.”27, 1819.
Much other testimony was adduced, but cannot be intredared into this,
which is again pronounced a mere ** Sketeh™ of this singulgr prosecution,
The charge of the court to the jury was solemn, learned, and peculiarly
impresive. ? 2y
The Jury retnrned with a verdict finding both of the prisoners GUILTY.
They were sentenced to be executed upon the 20th January, i@: R
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